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ASSIGIINNGISSUSEQARNEQ ATAQQINEQARLI
Allattut: Tukumminnguaq Olsen & Søren Lyberth 

Novembarip 7-ani nunarsuaq tamak-
kerlugu Inuit Ulluanni, ICC Kalaallit 
Nunaat aamma Kommuneqarfik Ser-
mersooq aaqqissueqatigiillutik inuu-
suttunik isumasioqatigiissitsipput.  
Kinaassuseq naleqartitallu pillugit 
inuusuttunit oqariartuut ersarissoq 
tassaavoq: Inuit assigiinngissusaat 
ataqqineqarli.

Naak Covid-19 katersuutitsinermi peqataasus-
sanik killilersuigaluartoq, Katuami maleruagas-
sat naapertorlugit inugisinnaasai  tamakkerlugit 
peqataasoqarpoq, oqalliseqataarusoqaallu. 
Oqallittoqarnerani katillugit inuit 40-t peqata-
apput. Isumasioqatigiissitsineq aammattaaq 
 facebookikkut toqqaannartumik aallakaatinne-
qarpoq.

Inuusuttut oqallittuniit immersorneqareerlutik 
naleqartitat qanoq inuiaqatigiinni piviusunngor-
tinneqarsinnaaneri pillugit nerrivikkaarlutik sulis-
inneqarput, kinaassutsillu qanoq eqqartorneqar-
nerusinnaaneranik pappialanut nipputtakkanut 
oqaatsinik ataasiakkaanik takussutissatut allat-
tuisinneqarlutik.

OQARIARTUUT ERSARISSOQ
Peqataasunit oqariartuutigineqarpoq assigiin-
ngis suseqarneq inissaqartitsinerlu pingaartinne-
qarnerussasut, kalaallit kinaassusaat ataasii-
naan ngitsoq assigiinngitsorpassuullunili. 
 Inughuit Iivillu oqaasii ilanngullugit ataqqineqas-
sasut oqariartuutit ilagivaat. Nunatsinni sumior-
paluutit ammaffigineqarnerunissaat anguniarlu-

gu ilinniartitsissutigineqartarnissaat oqariartuu-
tigineqarpoq. Ataatsimut isigalugu  tamatta 
naligiissasugut oqallisigineqarmat tamanit 
pingaar tinneqarluni tikkuartorneqarpoq. 

OQALUTTUARISAANEQ  
NAMMINEQ ALLATSIGU
Oqaluttuarisaanerup nunaqavissunit allanneqar-
nissaa piumasarineqarpoq, allaallumi oqallittuni 
Ilisimatusarfimmi lektorip Ebbe Volquardsenip 
tamanna amigaataaqisoq uppernarsaramiuk 
oqaatigaa, oqaluttuarisaaneq pillugu maanna-
mut allatat ataasiinarsiormata ilinniartitsissutis-
satut piukkunnarnerluunniit ajortut.

INUIT KULTURIAT 
ATUARTITSISSUTIGINEQARLI
Inuit kulturiat Kalaallit Nunaanni meeqqat atuar-
fiini aamma ilinniarfinni assigiinngitsuni atuartit-
sissuteqartariaqartoq taakkartorneqarpoq. Ta-
manna aqqutigalugu kinaassuserput naleqarti-
tagullu pillugit ilisimasaqarnerulerneq angune-
qarsinnaammat kinaassutsimut tunngasunik 
nale qartitanullu eqqartuineq atuartitsinermi pi-
sa riaqarpoq. Ullutsinni meeqqat  inuusuttullu 
nag gueqateqarlutik nunat inoqqaatullu pisinnaa-
titaaffeqarlutik nalusarpaat. Kulturerput alutor-
nartutuunngitsoq nalinginnaasutulli isigineqar-
tariaqarpoq, taamaattumillu aamma utoqqaat 
 ilisimasaat kinguaariinnut ingerlateqqeqqullu git 
atuartitsinermi peqataatinneqarnissaat eqqaa-
ma neqartariaqarpoq.

ICC Kalaallit Nunaata siulittaasua Hjalmar 
Dahl Inuit ulluanni Inuusuttunut isumasioqati-
giinneq pillugu ima naliliivoq: 

“Isumaqarpunga inuusuttunik isumasioqati-
giissitsinitta kinaassutsitsinnik inuiattullu nale-
qassutsitsinnik eqqartuiuartariaqarnerput up-
per nasigaa. Inuusuttut siunissartik qanoq it-
tuutikkusullugu oqariartuutaat tusaasariaqar-
put siu nissatsinnik tikkuussisuummata. Sutigut 
tama tigut inuiaqatigiinni inuusuttunik peqataatit-
siuarnissaq tusarnaartuarnissarlu siunissaraar-
put“

Kalaallit Nunaata Isiginnaartitsisarfiani ilin-
niar tut Inuit qulliannik ikitsillutik ammaapput, 
kingornalu aamma qilaatersornermik takutitsil-
lutik.

Malinnaasunut peqataasunullu qujavugut.

Inuusuttunut isumasioqatigiissitsiner-
mi oqallitsitsisoqarpoq / During Youth 
workshop there was a panel discussion

Isumasioqatigiinnissaq peqataaffigineqarluarmat inissat tamarmik atorneqarput  
There was a huge interest for the arrangement, all seats was taken 
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MORE RESPECT FOR DIVERSITY
By: Tukumminnguaq Olsen & Søren Lyberth

On the 7th of November International 
Inuit Day, Municipality of Sermer-
sooq and ICC Greenland held a youth 
workshop. The youth’s message was 
clear about identity and values: Let 
there be more respect for diversity 
among Inuit.

Even though the number of participants was 
limited due to Covid-19, the seminar was full of 
participants. All seats were taken of the allowed 
number of participants. Many had lots to say.  
A total number of 40 people participated and 
live footage was also posted on Facebook.

Before the group workshops, a panel discus-
sion was a good inspiration for the youth atten-
dants about implementing our values in the so-
ciety and more discussions regarding  identity 
seems to be needed. Keywords were written 
down on post-its, so a mosaic of post-its about 
identity was made.

A CLEAR MESSAGE
There was a message from the participants 
that there must be more room for diversity 
and inclusi veness. The Greenlandic identity is 
not just one identity but diverse. There should 
 also be an acknowledgment of Inughuit (From 
north Greenland) and Iivit (from east Greenland) 
identity together with their language.  Another 
 message was that there should be teaching in 
the various dialects to achieve more inclusive 
acceptance of them.

LET’S WRITE OUR HISTORY OURSELVES
There was a comprehensive debate about the 
need to write our own history. The lecturer from 
Greenland University, Ebbe Volquardsen, con-
firmed the lack of history written by Inuit, which 
means that teaching materials not are adequate 
on this matter.

EDUCATION IN INUIT CULTURE
The need for teaching in Inuit Culture is very 
much needed in both primary and lower 
 secondary schools in Greenland was empha-

sized. Through teaching about values and iden-
tity, we can expand knowledge about our  Inuit 
identity and values. Today, children and youth 
do not know that there are other Inuit relatives 
across the ocean and have rights as indigenous 
peoples like us. Our culture must be known as 
normal and not just exotic. In addition, one must 
keep in mind the need to include the elders’ 
knowledge and stories as well, which have to be 
used in schools for teaching.

ICC Greenland’s president Hjalmar Dahl’s 
evaluation following the youth seminar:

“I think that the seminar for youth has shown 
the importance of constantly discussing our 
identity and values. We must hear the youth’s 
wishes about the future. They have shown us 
that they also have important issues to say. In 
the future, we should hear and include the voice 
of the youth in all possible ways in our society.”

The students from the Greenland National 
Theater lit the Inuit traditional lamb during the 
opening ceremony, followed by traditional drum 
dancing.

Thank you to all participants including all who 
followed the live session.
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Nunatta Isiginnaartitsisarfiani ilinniartut 
The students at the National Theater 
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ICC-MIT PISORTATIGOORTUMIK NALUNAARUT (ICC 
POLICY PAPER) SUMIIFFINNI ATAASIAKKAANI INUIT 
PISINNATITAAFFIINIK ILANNGARTERINERIT PILLUGIT
Allattoq: Dalee Sambo Dorough

26. oktober 2020-mi Alaskami Inuit 
Circumpolar Council (ICC) pisortati-
goortumik nalunaarummik sumiif-
finni ataasiakkaani naalagaaffinni 
FN-mut ilaassortaasuni aammalu 
FN-mi ilaasortaasut pingaarutillit 
saqqumilaarfiini Inuit pisinnaatitaaf-
fiinik ilanngarterisut sanngiillisaa-
nernillu kinguneqartitsisut pillugit 
uppernarsaatinik imaqartunik saq-
qum miivoq. Ilanngullugulu FN-ip 
iluani susassaqarfinni pingaarutilinni 
aamma soorlu Issittumi Siunnersui-
soqatigiinni. Pisortatigoortumik 
na lu naarummi Inuit kikkuunersut 
allaaserineqarput, aammalu nunat 
inoqqaavisa pisinnaatitaaffiisa oqa-
luttuarisaanerup ineriartornerani 
qanoq killeqarlutillu inissisimanerat 
oqaluttuarineqarput. 

Taakkua piviusunngornerat Inuit suleqataaffi-
gaat, - nunat inoqqaavinut tamanut iluaqutaa-
sumik. Allaaserisami Inuit akornini inuit assigiin-
ngitsut sumiiffinni assigiingitsuni  akulerunneri nik 
aallaaveqartunik Inuit pisinnaatitaaffi anni kil li-
sar neqartut pisinnaatitaaffiillu nalinginnaa sumik 
annikillisarneqarlutik.

ICC-mi siulittaasoq Dalee Sambo Dorough 
oqarpoq, Inuit nunap inoqaavisut aammalu nu-
nat inoqqaavisa allat naalagaaffimminni inissi-
si masut akunnerini pisinnaatitaaffiisa annikkil-
li sarneqarneri akuerineqarsinnaanngitsut. Pi-
ngaar  tumik nunarsuaq tamakkerlugu silap pis-
susaata nappaassuaqarnerullu ajornartorsiortit-
sinerisa nalaanni. Nunat inoqqaavisa sumiiffin-
ni assigiingitsuni ”najugalinnut” akulerunnerisa 
aammalu naalagaaffiit akornanni isumaqatigiis-
sutit kingunerisaannik nunat inoqqaavisa nunaat 
arriitsumik aserfallakkiartulersimanerat.

Taamaasilluni FN-ip nunat inoqqaavisa pisin-
naatitaaffiinik aalajangersagaat kimikillisarne-
qar put, tassanilu ilaapput FN-ip nunap inoq-
qaa  visa piginnaatitaaffii pillugit  aalajangersagaa 
(UNDRIP). Tamakkua aamma iluanniipput  nu nat 
inoqaavisa inuiaqatigiinni  inissisimanerisa ajor-
nerulersinneqarnerat, pisinnaatitaaffiisa annikil-
lisarneqarneri suleqatigiinnernilu inissimanerisa 
sanngiillisarneqarneri.

Nalunaarut aqqutigalugu uppernarsaatini ICC 
assigiinngitsunik tallimanik innersuussuteqar-
poq, taakkualu iluaqutigalugit periutsit atuutiler-
simasut illuatungilerniarlugit naalagaaffiit, naa-
lagaaffiillu aaqqissuussiviisa pissutsit akuleruf-
figisinnaassavaat  iluarsiissuteqarsinnaalerlutillu. 
Innersuussutini pineqarput sulinerni periutsini 
maleruagassat nutarterneqarnissaat. Taamaa-
silluni Inuit nunallu inoqqaavisa allat aallartitaat 

aalajangersaanerni tamakkiisumik peqataasin-
naalerniassammata.

Taamaalilluni UNDRIP-imi aalajangersakkat 
aallaavigalugit nunat inoqqaavisa, uppernarsaa-
tit isumaqatigiissutillu iluaqutigalugit inuit pisin-
naatitaaffiilu atorlugit, nunat inoqqaavisa inissi-
simanerat ataqqineqarnerallu inissinneqarsin-
naa lissagaluarmat.

Nalunaarummi anguniakkani  uppernarsaatit 
atorlugit Inuit pisinnaatitaanernik pigisaqar tuu-
nerat uppernarsarpaa. Aammalu aalajangersak-
kani, amerlasuunit  isumaqatigiissuteqarfinni 
minnerunngitsumillu nunat tamalaat akornini 
suliaqarfinni tamani pisinnaatitaaffitta, piorsar-
simassutsitta, inooriaasittalu  sunnerneqarfiini 
tamakkiisumik ataqqineqarnissarput piumasaa-
sariaqarpoq. Tamanna aatsaat anguneqarsin-
naa voq periutsit pisoqalisimasut akueriinnagaal-
ersimasullu nutarterneqarnerisigut.  Tamanna 
pisariaqarpoq naalagaaffiit  suliniaqatigiiffiillu 
akornanni pissutsit sunniuteqarfigilissagutsit 
aamma naggueqatigiit Inuit nunallu  inoqqaavisa 
sinniisoqarfii aqqutigalugit. Aalajangiisarnerni 
toqqaannartumik peqataaneq pisinnaatitaaffiu-
voq toqqammaviulluinnartoq.

Taamaalioraani aatsaat FN-ip nunat inoqqaa-
visa pisinnaatitaaffii pillugit aalajangersagaasa 
atuutinneqalivinnissaat anguneqarsinnaavoq.
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Dalee Sambo Dorough, ICC-mi Siulittaasuuneq / ICC Chair
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ICC POLICY PAPER ON  
“LOCAL COMMUNITIES”  

CHRONICLES OPPOSITION  
TO THE UNDERMINING  

AND EROSION  
OF INUIT RIGHTS

By: Dalee Sambo Dorough

October 26, 2020 – Anchorage, Alas-
ka – The Inuit Circumpolar Council 
(ICC) has issued a policy paper on 
the matter of “local communities”, 
outlining how the term has eroded 
and undermined Inuit rights by UN 
member States and within major 
intergovernmental forums includ-
ing the specialized agencies of the 
 United Nations and regional institu-
tions such as the Arctic Council.

The policy paper describes who Inuit are as 
 distinct peoples, and provides historical back-
ground of the Indigenous peoples’ specific hu-
man rights framework that Inuit have helped to 
crystalize in favor of all Indigenous Peoples. It in-
cludes several concrete examples of how group-
ing and conflating Inuit together with “ local com-
munities”  undermines and erodes Inuit rights.

ICC Chair Dalee Sambo Dorough stated 
“The undermining of the rights of Inuit and 

other Indigenous peoples by States and inter-
governmental organizations is unacceptable, 
particularly at a time of surging  international 
interest and activity throughout Inuit Nunaat 
now unfolding against the backdrop of a  global 
climate crisis and pandemic. The grouping of 
Indigenous peoples with “local communities” 
in conventions and multilateral  agreements 
has resulted in the slow and incremental 
 erosion of the distinct nature of the interre-
lated, interdependent and indivisible rights  
of Indigenous peoples.”

The policy paper argues that the practice 
of lumping Inuit and other Indigenous peoples 
 together with “local communities” is part of 
an alarming trend in the behavior of States to 
diminish the standards in the United  Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
 Peoples (UNDRIP), including actions to deval-
ue Indigenous peoples’ status, rights, and role.

ICC puts forward five recommendations in 
the policy paper for States and intergovern-
mental organizations to implement in order to 

remedy this practice. They include reforming 
procedural rules to include the full and effec-
tive participation of Inuit and other Indigenous 
peoples; adopting and implementing a distinc-
tions-based policy; and using the UNDRIP as 
a framework in the development of any docu-
mentation or agreement implicating the rights 
and status of Indigenous peoples.

The policy paper concludes, “Inuit are 
rights holders and we seek full and effective 
 partici pation in all conventions, multilateral 
agreements, and international fora where 
our rights, culture, and way of life are 
 impacted. This can only be achieved if States 
and  intergovernmental  organizations cease 
grouping and  conflating Indigenous  peoples 
with “ local  communities”, reform  outdated 
 procedural rules that marginalize  Inuit and 
 other Indigenous peoples, and  utilize the 
UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
 Peoples as a framework for uplifting the 
 status, rights and participation of Indigenous 
peoples.”
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Qaanaamit asseq, novemberi 2020 / photo from Qaanaaq November 2020 
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2022-MI ATAATSIMEERSUARNISSAMUT 
 PIAREERSARNEQ
Allattoq: Tukumminnguaq N. Olsen

ICC 2018-mi Utqiagvimmi ataatsi-
meer suarmat aallartitanit aalajanger-
neqarpoq ICC-p ataatsimeersuarnis-
saata tullia 2022-mi nunatsinni piler-
pat Ilulissani ingerlanneqassasoq.

ICC-p ataatsimeersuarneri naggueqatigiit  Inuit 
tamarmiullutik ataatsimoorfissui ukiut 12-ikkaa-
ginnarlugit Nunatsinni pisarput, tassa ataatsi-
meersuarnerit nunani pingasuusuni, Alaskami, 

Canadami Nunatsinnilu paarlakaajaanneqartar-
mata. 

Avannaata Kommunia ataatsimeersuarnissa-
mut siullermeerluni ICC-mut ataatsimeersuar-
tit sissaaq, pisussamullu ukiup aappaata affaa 
qaa ngiuppat piareersaatit ingerlallualereerput. 
Ataatsimeersuarneq sioqqullugu piareersarluar-
nissaq siunertaralugu ICC, Avannaata Kommu-
nia peqatigalugu, pilersaarusiornermut aqutsi-
sussanik inuttaliisimavoq.

Aqutsisuni ilaasortat tassaapput:  Borgmeste ri 
Palle Jeremiassen, Kommunimi pisortaq Nick  

Nielsen, Sunngiffimmi Pisortaq Rigmor  Villadsen, 
Aningaasaqarnermut pisortaq Dorthe Løvstrøm 
Mathiassen, Nuka Kleemann ICC-mi  Siulittaa sup 
tullia allaffimmilu ningiu Tukumminnguaq N. 
 Olsen.

“Soorunami suli corona qanoq piumaarnersoq 
nalunaqaaq, kisiannili ajunngitsumik pisoqarnis
saa siunertaralugu piareersaatit aallartereerpa
gut” Hjalmar Dahl ICC Kalaallit Nunaanni siulit-
taasoq oqarpoq.

Ataatsimeersuarneq aasaanerani juulimi 
 pi sar poq.

PREPARATIONS FOR THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN 2022
By: Tukumminnguaq N. Olsen

The ICC Greenland delegates decided 
during Utqiagvik General Assembly in 
2018 that the next General Assembly 
(GA) will be in Ilulissat 2022.

The gathering is the only time where all  Inuit 
from 4 countries gather together. Greenland 
 only gets to host every 12 years because Alas-
ka, Canada, and Greenland rotate hosting GA. 

The municipality in north Greenland called 
Avannaata Kommunia will host the next assem-
bly. Now just 1 and a half years to the meeting, 
the preparations are on full scale. ICC, together 
with Avannaata kommunia, has made a steering 
committee to prepare well for it.

The participants are: Mayor Palle Jeremi-
assen, CEO Nick Nielsen, Health and Leisure 
 Coordinator Rigmor Villadsen, Chief  Financial 
Officer Dorthe Løvstrøm Mathiassen, ICC 
Greenland vice president Nuka Kleemann and 

ICC Greenland Office Manager Tukumminnguaq 
 Olsen.

“There are, of course, precautions to be 
 considered with the world situation today.  
We are hoping for the best and therefore have 
started preparations,” ICC Greenland president 
states.

The assembly is usually held in July month 
every 4th year.
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Styregruppip novemberimi ataatsimiinnerannit / Steering group having meeting this November 2020.
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ISSITTUMI INUIAQATIGIINNUT  
ATORTULERSUUTIT AMIGAATEQARPUT -  
INUIT NUNAANNI TAMARMI ANINGAASALIISSUTIT 
AMERLASUUT PISARIAQARTINNEQARPUT
Allattoq: Hjalmar Dahl

”Inuit Nunaanni tamarmi Covid-19- 
imik nappaalaneq inuiaqatigiinnut 
atortulersuutitigut amigaatit qanoq 
aaqqittariaqartiginerannik ersersitsil-
luarpoq. Amigaataasummi tamakku 
pissutigalugit inuiaqatigiit sanngiin-
nerulersarput aammalu peqqissutsik-
kut ajornartorsiutit annertuut aal lar-
tittarlutik, soorlu innuttaaqa ter pas-
suat ta tamanna maanna mi si gi sa-
raat”, 

ICC-ip Kalaallit Nunaanni siulittaasua Hjalmar 
Dahl Naalagaaffiit Peqatigiit (FN) Nunat Inoq-
qaa visa pisinnaatitaaffii pillugit Immikkut Ilisi ma-
sallit Suleqatigiiffianni (EMRIP) 30. november-
imiit 4. december ilanngullugu qarasaasiakkut 
ataatsimiittoqarnerani oqalugiarnermini oqarpoq 
nangillunilu:

”Inuiaqatigiinnut atortulersuutitigut  amigaatit 
peqqissutsikkut ajornartorsiuterujussuan ngor
sin naapput. Najugaqatigiinni inuit amerlavallaa
lertarnerat,  inuussutissaaleqileratarsinnaaneq, 
inuit inuunertunnginnerusarnerat, imminut to
qun  neq kiisalu tuberkulose tassaapput inuiaqa

tigiit akornatsinni naligiinnginnerit nalaattakka
vut, inuiaqatigiinnut atortulersuutit amigaateqa
rnerannut attuumassuteqarluinnartut. Nunagi
satsinni angerlarsimaffippassuit  kuuginnartumik 
imeqanngillat kuutsittakkanillu perusuersartar
fe qaratik. Covid19 Inuit Nunaanni  illoqarfinnut 
mikisunut avinngarusimasunullu assut ilu nger
sunartorsiortitsivoq. Suut suliniutigineqar nis
saan  nik apeqqut naleqquttumik erseqqissumil lu 
oqartussanit akineqanngippat Covid19 pilertoqi
sumik suli tuniluussinnaavoq.”

Hjalmar Dahl nangilluni oqarpoq, issittor miut 
silap pissusaata allanngorneranit eqqugaasima-
qisut inuiaqatigiittut atortulersuutaat silap pissu-
sianit sunnertiasuunngitsut aningaasaliiffigine-
qar nissaat qularnaassallugu assorujussuaq pi-
ngaaruteqartoq.

Hjalmar Dahlip saqqummiinermini oqaatigaat-
taaq Inuit aningaasarsiornikkut, inuttut kulturik-
kullu pisinnaatitaaffiinik  qularnaarissagaanni 
iliuu sissat taaneqareersut aqqutissatuaasut. 
Suut ajutoorfiusinnaasut millisarniarlugit  kiisalu 
naalagaaffiit allat inuuniarnikkut aningaasatigul-
lu naligilerniarlugit alloriarnerit taakku pisaria-
qar  put, kiisalu massakkut nappaalaneqarnera 
nappaatillu allat ulorianarsinnaasut eqqarsaati-

ga lugit, inuit peqqissusiat atugarissaarnissaallu 
pillugu suliniutissat taakku pisariaqarluinnarput. 
Peqqissutsikkut, atugarissaarnikkut kulturitsin-
nillu attasisinnaassutsitta  qularnaarniarnerani 
inuiaqatigiikkuutaat Inuit siuttutsinnik peqate-
qar  tariaqarnerput ersarippoq.

Expert Mechanism on the Rights of 
Indi genous Peoples (EMRIP) Naala
gaaf fiit Peqatigiit nunat inoqqaa visa 
 pi sin naa titaaffii pillugit piginnaatitsi
vii  sa ilagaat. EMRIP nalinginnaasu mik 
aasat tamaasa Naalagaaffiit Peqatigiit 
Genevemi Inuit pisinnaatitaaffii  pillugit 
Qullersaqarfiani ataatsimiittarpoq. 
 Ukioq manna ataatsimiinneq Covid19
imik nappaalaneq pissutigalugu allaas
suteqarpoq. Taamaammat ataatsimiin
neq 30. november – 4. december qa ra
saasiatigut attaveqaatit atorlugit inger
lanneqarpoq tamatumanilu una qulequ
tarineqarluni: ”Covid19ip nu nat inoq
qaavisa pisinnaatitaaffiinut  sunniu taa, 
tak. Nunat inoqqaavisa pi sin naa ti taaf fii 
pillugit Naalagaaffiit Peqa tigiit Nalu naa
ru taat (UNDRIP).

Paasissutissat sukumiinerusut: https://www.ohchr.org/DA/Issues/IPeoples/EMRIP/Pages/EMRIPIndex.aspx
Human Rights Council  

ataatsimiittarfissua,  
FN Genevami 

 Human Rights Council  
Room, UN Geneva 
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GAPS IN BASIC INFRASTRUCTURE NEED MAJOR  
NEW INVESTMENTS THROUGHOUT INUIT NUNAAT
By: Hjalmar Dahl

Throughout Inuit Nunaat, the coro-
navirus highlights the urgent need to 
remedy the profound infrastructure 
deficit that contributes to vulnerabili-
ty and underlies the health challeng-
es experienced by too many of our 
people, says Hjalmar Dahl, President 
of ICC Greenland, during his online 
presentation to the Dec. 2nd session 
of the UN Expert Mechanism on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples (EMRIP) 
and continued:

“Gaps in basic infrastructure continue to contrib
ute to severe health risks. Overcrowding, food 
insecurity, lower life expectancy, suicide, and a 
high prevalence of tuberculosis are among the 
inequities experienced by our people that are 
linked to poor infrastructure. Many homes lack 
running water and a flush toilet. Covid19 is very 
challenging in remote and rural areas of Inuit 
Nunaat. Spread could happen quickly if no ap
propriate, concrete responses are provided.”

Mr. Dahl continued by saying that it is import-
ant and critical to ensuring that the investments 
support climate-resilient infrastructure for the 

Arctic communities, which are impacted by cli-
mate change’s most significant impacts. 

During his presentation, Mr. Dahl also men-
tioned that the above issues mentioned are the 
only way to create and ensure the Economic, 
Social, and Cultural Rights of Inuit. These steps 
are necessary to reduce vulnerability and gain 
social and economic equity and support Inuit 
health and well-being in the face of such viruses 
and diseases. Inuit communities face and takes 
action in lockstep with our leadership to secure 
our basic health, well-being, and our overall cul-
tural integrity. .

EMRIP is one of the United Nations 
mandate areas on the rights of 
indigenous peoples. Usually, it holds 
annual meetings in the summertime 
every year at the UN Center for Human 
Rights in Geneva. This year is different 
because of the Covid19 pandemic. 
Therefore, the session was held online 
30th November – 4th December with 
the theme: “The impact of Covid19 
on indigenous peoples’ rights under 
the UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous”.

More information: https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/IPeoples/EMRIP/Pages/EMRIPIndex.aspx
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Hjalmar Dahl EMRIP  
2019-imi ataatsimiinneranit

Hjalmar Dahl  
during EMRIP 2019 
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PINIARTUT QAANAAMI  
ISUMASIOQATIGIINNERANNI  
ICC PEQATAASOQ
Allattoq: Tukumminnguaq N. Olsen

12.-15. november 2020 Qaanaami 
pi niar nikkut ineriartortitsinissaq 
siunertaralugu piniarnermik inuus-
sutissarsiutillit, KNAPP Qaanaaq 
pe qatigalugu, isumasioqatigiipput.  
Piniakkanik killilersuineq, Inughuit 
piniariaasiat, Pikialasorsuaq aamma 
pisinnaatitaaffiit qitiutillugit sammi-
neqarput.

Qaanaami piniartut 30-t missaanniittut isuma-
sio qatigiinnermi peqataapput, tassanilu piniak-
ka nut piniartunullu tunngasutigut siunnersuutit 
quppernerit arfineq-pingasunik  annertussusillit 
allanneqarput, avammut  saqqummiunnerisa 
saniatigut pisortanut  suliassanngortitassatut 
suliaasut.

ICC pisinnaatitaaffinnut tunngasunik siunner-
suiartorluni, ilaatigullu Pikialasorsuarmut suliaq 
sumut killinnersoq atuisuusunut paasititsissuti-
giar torlugu peqataavoq.

Pisinnaatitaaffinnut tunngasuni suliassat ili-
ma gisamiit annertunerummata qulaajagassallu 
annertummata ICC-p tupaallaatigivaa.

Assersuutigalugu Uummannatoqqamiit nuut-
sitaanermiit nunamik arsaarinninnerit suli an-
ner tunerusut pigineqartut paasineqarput,  tassa 
Qaanaap akiani ullutsinni Canadanngorsimasu-
mi ukiisarfiusimasuni piniariartarfitoqaasu nilu 
pinngitsaalisaalluni nuutsinneqarsimaneq aam-
ma ingerlanneqarsimammat. Tamanna  pillugu 
Nunat Inoqqaavisa Pisinnaatitaaffii  pillugit 
 Na lunaarummi (UNDRIP)-imi Imm. 10-mi ima 
al laq qasoqarpoq:

“Nunat inoqqaavi nunaminnit nunanilluunniit 
najukkaminnit pinngitsaaliissutaasumik peersin-
neqassanngillat. Nuutsitsineq sunaluunniit pis-
sanngilaq nunat inoqqaavisa pineqartut qilersor-
simanngitsumik, sioqqutsisumik paasinnilluni 
akuersinerat pitinnagu aamma naapertuilluartu-
mik pissusissamisoortumillu taarsiivigineqarnis-
samik isumaqatigiissuteqareernikkut, aamma 
ajornanngitsillugu, uternissamut periarfissaqar-
luni.”

Tamanna qulaajagassaq pisortanit ingerlateq-
qinneqassasoq ICC piniartut peqatigalugit inner-
suussutigaat.

Isumasioqatigiinnermit allakkiaq  imartoqi soq 
Avannaata Kommuniata nittartagaani qallunaa-
tuumut nutserneqalereersimariarpat nassaa ri-
ne qarsinnaalissaaq.

Isumasioqatigiinnermi peqataasut, KNAPP Qaanaaq, Qaanaami  
piniartut, ICC Kalaallit Nunaat, Avannaatalu kommuunia 
 Participants from the seminar, Hunters Council Qaanaaq, hunters  
from Qaanaaq, ICC Greenland and Municipality of the North Greenland
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ICC PARTICIPATES IN HUNTERS 
SEMINAR IN QAANAAQ
By: Tukumminnguaq N. Olsen

Together with the hunters’ 
 associa tion in Qaanaaq, hunters  
held a  seminar in Qaanaaq  
November 12th-15th 2020.

The focus was hunting restrictions, the  hunting 
methods of Inughuit, Pikialasorsuaq (North 
 Water Polynia/the water between  Greenland 
and Canada in the north), and Indigenous 
 Peoples’ rights.

Nearly 30 hunters participated in the  seminar 
that was held. Here were 8 pages of recom-
mendations made about hunting and animals, 

to be given to the government and published to 
the public.

ICC participated in advising on the matter 
of the Indigenous rights and giving information 
about the work of Pikialasorsuaq further to its 
users.

As known, Inughuit was forcibly removed 
from Uummannaq in 1953. However, the undis-
covered is that the removal from Uummannaq 
was not the only one, because there is a case 
that the Inughuit was also forcibly removed from 
the old winter settlements and hunting grounds 
from the other side of the communities, today 
is known as Canada. This is a violation of the 

 United Nations Declaration on the Rights of In-
digenous Peoples (UNDRIP) art. 10, which says:

“Indigenous peoples shall not be  forcibly 
 removed from their lands or territories. No 
 relocation shall take place without the free,  prior 
and informed consent of the indigenous  peoples 
concerned and after agreement on just and fair 
compensation and, where possible, with the 
 option of return.”

ICC, together with the hunters, hopes that the 
government can further analyze this work.

After translation to Danish, the outcome 
 document from the meeting can be later found 
on Avannaata Kommunia’s homepage.
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Eqimattakkuutaarluni  
suleqatigiit saqqum-
miisut 

Presentation from  
group session
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