
Issittumi Naalagaaffiit 8-usut tassaapput: 
The 8 Arctic Nation States: The Russian 
Federation, The United States of America, 
Canada, Iceland, Norway, Sweden, Finland 
and the Kingdom of Denmark. Denmark is 
an Arctic Nation because Greenland and 
the Faroe Islands are part of the Kingdom.
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USA ISSITTUMI SIUNNERSUISOQA TI-
GIINNI  SIULITTAASUUFFEQALERSOQ 
Issittumi Naalagaaffiit arfineq-pingasuusut kiisa-
lu Issittumi Nunat Inoqqaavisa kattuffii Iqalunni 
Nunavummi aprilimi naapinneranni Canadap Si-
ulittaasuuffigisimasaanit inerniliisoqarpoq USA-
llu Issittumi Siunnersuisoqatigiinni Siulittaasuuf-
fia aallartilluni.

US-p Siulittaasuuffiani qulequtsiussaq tassaa-
voq “Issittoq ataasiusoq: Periarfissat, Unammilli-
gassat Akisussaaffiillu Ataatsimoorussat”, ukiu-
nullu marlunnut siulittaasuuffimmi aallutassasut 
ukua siunniunneqarput:
• Issittumi inoqarfinni Aningaasaqarnikkut 

Inuu niarnikkullu atukkatigut siuarsaanissaq
• Issittup Imartaani Isumannaatsuuneq, Silli-

maniarneq aamma Aqutsineq
• Silaannaap allanngoriartornerani sunniutit 

aallunneqarneri

Aallunneqartussat taakkua pingasut tamarmik 
pingaaruteqarput, ICC-miilli isigalugu aallussas-
saq siulleq uagutsinnut Issittumi najugaqartunut 
immikkut pingaaruteqarluinnarpoq. 

Issittumi inooqatigiinnikkut  pinngortitatigullu 
pissutsit assigiinngissitaartuupput, taamaanne-
ranilu piujuartitsisuusumik ineriartortitsinissaq 
avatangiisillu illersorneqarnissaat pisariaqartin-
neqarput. 

Issittumi silaannaap kissatsikkiartupiloorne-
rani, sineriaat neriorneqarneranni, qeriuaannar-
tut aakkiartorneranni pinngortitallu ataqatigiittu-
uneragut allannguutitigut innuttaasut navianar-
torsiortinneqarput. USA-p Siulittaasuuffimmik 
tigummiaqarnermini Issittumi Siunnersuisoqa-
tigiiffiup teknikkikkut nutaaliornerit aqqutigalu-
git nukissiuutinik imermillu pilersorneqarnikkut 
atukkatigut pitsanngorsaaniarneranik nukittor-
saasumik suliniarnerat pillugu ICC nuannaaru-
tiginnippoq, taamaasiornikkummi innuttaasut 
aningaasaqarnikkut inuuniarnikkullu atukkamik-
kut ikiorserneqassapput.

Naak ICC-miit aallunniarneqartut naapertuut-
tutut pingaaruteqartutullu isigalutigit  taamaattoq 
Nunat inoqqaavisa ilisimasaannik iliuusissiaan-
nillu  tapussisumik USA qanoq ililluni nunat 
inoq qaavinik suleqatiginninniarneranut paasis-
sutissanik amigaateqarpugut.

Aammattaaq Issittumi Siunnersuisoqatigiinniit 
imminut toquttarnerup annertunerujussua inuia-
qatigiinnut sunniuteqaqisup akiorniarneqarnera-
ni anersaakkut peqqinnerunissamut paasiniaa-
nis saq ingerlateqqissavarput.

Naggasiullugulu amerikkarmiut siulittaasuuf-
fimmik tigummiaqarnerminni nunarsuarmioqa-
tit ta Issittup pingaarutaanut atatillugu ilisima sa-
qarnerulernissaannik kissaateqarnerat nuannaa-
ru tigivarput. 

US CHAIRMANSHIP OF  
THE ARCTIC COUNCIL
When the ministers from the eight Arctic states 
and the leaders of Arctic Indigenous Peoples 
Organizations met in Iqaluit, Nunavut in April it 
marked the conclusion of Canada’s Chairman-
ship and the beginning of the United States’ 
Chairmanship of the Arctic Council.

The theme of the US Chairmanship is “One 
Arctic: Shared Opportunities, Challenges, and 
Responsibilities”, and during the next two years 
the Chairmanship has put up three focus areas:
• Improving Economic & Living Conditions for 

Arctic Communities
• Arctic Ocean Safety, Security & Stewardship
• Addressing the Impacts of Climate Change
All three focus areas are important, but in an 
ICC perspective, especially the first focus area 
is of the utmost importance to us, the peoples 
of the Arctic.

The Arctic is a socially vibrant and biologi-
cally diverse region, which requires resources 
for sustainable development and environmen-
tal protection. 

The rapid warming of the Arctic is threaten-
ing our communities through coastal erosion, 
thawing permafrost and changing ecosystems. 
ICC welcomes that the US Chairmanship will 
strengthen the work of the Arctic Council on en-
ergy and water security that will improve eco-
nomic and living conditions by pursuing inno-
vative technologies to mitigate the significant 
challenges faced by our communities. 

Even if the ICC find the focus areas relevant 
and important, we miss some facts on how the 

US Chairmanship wants to further the partner-
ship with the indigenous peoples by including 
wordings and action plans on Indigenous Tradi-
tional Knowledge.

The Arctic Council will also continue to im-
prove mental wellness research in order to pre-
vent the high suicide rates that affect our com-
munities. 

Finally we welcome that the US Chairmanship 
wants to raise the awareness of the Arctic and 
want to educate the public worldwide about the 
importance of the Arctic.

1502

Issittumi Siunnersuisoqatigiinni nunat 
 ilaasortaasut 6-usut tassaapput: 
The 6 Permanent Participants of the 
 Arctic Council are: The Russian Associ-
ation of Indigenous Peoples of the North 
(RAIPON), The Aleut International Asso-
ciation (AIA), Arctic Athabaskan Council 
(AAC), The Gwich’in Council International 
(GCI), The Saami Council (SC) and the In-
uit Circumpolar Council (ICC). ICC repre-
sents around 160,000 Inuit in Chukotka, 
Alaska, Arctic Canada and Greenland.
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EU-P PUISIT AMIINIT TUNISASSIANUT  
POLITIKKIA SAMMILLUGU
ICC Kalaallit Nunaanni Siulittaasup 
Hjalmar Dahlip ataatsimiinnerit 
pingaaruteqartut marluk peqa-
taaf!givai. Tassanilu EU-p puisit 
amiisa tunisassiarineqarnerannut 
peqqussut siunner suu tigineqartoq 
qaqippaa.

Ataatsimiinneq siulleq martsimi 2015-imi Bru-
xellesimi pivoq. Tullerlu aprilimi New Yorkimi 
FN-ip ataani nunat inoqqaavisa imminnut tun-
ngasutigut oqallittarfianni pilluni. 

Ataatsimiinnerit ukua siornatigut ICC-p pui sit 
amiinut peqqussut arlaleriaqaluni qaqittarsima-
vaa. Sugaluaraanniluunniilli EU peqqussutinik 
sukateriuarsimavoq, taamaanneranilu inuiaat 
uumasunik ulorianartorsiunngitsunik piujuartit-

sinermillu tunngaveqartumik piniarsinnaatitaa-
ne rannik EU arsaarinnissinnaanngitsoq erseq-
qissaavigiuartariaqarsimavarput.

EU-p puisinut peqqussutaanut eqqumiitsumut 
Europami Amerikkamilu Avannarlermi uuma su-
nik illersuiniaqatigiiffiit aallaaviupput. Taakkua 
isumaqarput puisinniarneq  naakkittaannerusoq, 
tassa puisi aallaaneqaruni aattaqartarmat, 
apummilu aak isigissallugu isikkuminaattaqim-
mat. Uanilu uumasorpassuit allat millionilikkaat 
toqorarneqartartut pineqanngillat, taakkuami il-
lup iluani toqorarneqartarput ersinnatillu. 

Ataatsimiinnerni marlunni taakkunani Hjalmar 
Dahlip erseqqissartuarpaa Inunnut  piniartunut 
annikitsumillu puisit amiinit tunisassiornerinut 
qanoq EU pisaaneqartigisoq. Tassungalu atatillu-
gu peqqussutiliornerlunnermut kingunerinullu 

atatillugu Issittumi Siuttut EU-p iluarsiinissaanik 
noqqaaqqullugit peqquai, ima:
• Inerteqqut tunngavimmigut assigiinngisitsi-

suusoq atorunnaarseqqullugu.
• Isumaqatigiissummut ilaatinneqannginner-

mut atatillugu Inuit tunisassiaannut tatigin-
ninnermik pilersitsinissaq anguniarlugu paa-
sisitsiniaanermik aningaasaliissasoq.

• Inerteqqutip eqqunneqarneraniit annaasa-
qaataasunik matussusiinissaq anguniarlugu 
piniartut allatigut isertitassarsiornerini ikior-
sissagaat.

EU-mi ataatsimiinnerit pingajussaanni junimi pi-
sumi kiisami ICC-mut iluatsittoqarpoq. Allaatigi-
saq “Bruxellesimi ICC tapersersorneqarluartoq” 
aamma atuaruk.

FOCUS ON THE EU SEAL PRODUCTS POLICY
Hjalmar Dahl, ICC Greenland Pres-
ident participated in two important 
meetings where he took up the 
issue on the EU and the proposed 
regulation on trade in seal products. 

The first meeting took place in Brussels in 
March 2015. The second meeting was one 
month later in April at the UN Permanent Forum 
on Indigenous Issues in New York.

ICC has tried to focus on the seal restrictions 
many times before those two meetings, but no 
matter what we do, EU again tightens the re-
strictions, and again and again we must make 
the EU aware that one can not deprive a people 

their right to hunt non-endangered species on a 
sustainable basis.

Behind the EU’s weird seal legislation are big 
animal rights groups in Europe and North Amer-
ica. They believe that seal hunting is associat-
ed with cruelty, because the seals bleed when 
they are shot, and it looks so violently when the 
red blood flows into the white snow. We are not 
talking about the millions of animals around the 
world being killed, because it happens indoors 
so it cannot be seen.

At both meetings Hjalmar Dahl stressed out 
how harmful the mighty EU had been to the In-
uit hunters and the small-scale business’ that 
are exporting seal skin products. Further he 

called for the Arctic leaders to demand that the 
EU corrects the failed legislation and the conse-
quences it has had in the Arctic, by:
• Abolishing the ban, which in its essence is 

discriminatory.
• Re-establishing consumer trust in Inuit seal 

products by financing an awareness cam-
paign based on the exemption. 

• Compensating for the losses the Inuit soci-
eties have endured since the ban was intro-
duced, for instance by investing in new in-
come opportunities for the hunters. 

A third meeting in the EU in June finally seemed 
to be fruitful for ICC policies. Read the article 
‘Great support for the ICC in Brussels’.

Kalaallit Nunaanni puisinniarneq piujuartitsinermik aallaaveqarpoq, 
 puisilu tamakkerlugu inoqutigiinnit atorneqartarpoq. Asseq Aasian-
neerpoq, januar 1979. 
Seal hunting in Greenland is sustainable, and most products hereof are 
being used at the hunter’s home. Photo from Aasiaat, January 1979.

Kalaallit Nunaanni puisittat amerlanersaat umiatsiaaqqanit piujuartitsi-
nermik aallaaveqartumik pisarineqartarput. Asseq Qaanaameersuuvoq, 
august 1985. 
Most of the seals caught in Greenland are hunted from small boats on 
a sustainable matter. Photo from Qaanaaq, August 1985.
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BRUXELLESIMI ICC TAPERSERSORNEQARLUARTOQ
EU-mi ataatsimeersuarnermi ”EU-p Issittoq pil-
lugu politikiani suut tullinnguuppat?”-mik qule-
qutalimmi junip 1-aamma 2-ani 2015-mi pisu-
mi ICC Kalaallit Nunaanni Siulittaasup Hjalmar 
Dahlip EU Issittumi Siunnersuisoqatigiinni alaat-
sinaattutut inissisimanissaminik kissaateqaruni 
taava puisit amiinut politikkiminik allannguisaria-
qartoq erseqqissaatigivaa. 

EU piniartortatsinnik ajoqusiisumik politikke-
qar nerminik nassuerutiginnittariaqarpoq, taama-
tullu Europami atuisartut puisit amiinik tunisas-
siatsinnut tatiginneqqilernissaannut iluarsiisari-
aqarluni, soorlu aamma piniartut aningaasatigut 
annaasaqarneranni taarsiissuteqartariaqartoq – 
Hjalmar Dahl Bruxellesimi ataatsimeersuarner-
mi oqarpoq.

EU-p puisit amiinut politikkilunnerarneqarnera 

ilaatigut Finlandip Ministeriuneranit Paavo Lip-
ponenimit annertuumik tapersersorneqarpoq. 
Maannakkullu Inuit puisinniartarnerat Green-
peacemiittaaq tapersersorneqartoq sinniisuanit 
nalunaarutigineqarpoq. 

Sumi tamanit ICC-p oqariartuutaa pitsaasu-
mik qisuariarfigineqarpoq, aammalumi ataatsi-
meer suarnermi inerniliinermi ilanngunneqarluni. 

Aammattaaq EU-p Issittumut politikkiminik 
pilersitsiniarnermini nunat inoqqaavi akuutissa-
gai Hjalmar Dahlip  siunnersuutigivaa, soorlu 
nunat inoqqaavinut pingaarutilimmik oqallittarfi-
li ornikkut, FN-mi oqallittarfimmut Permanent Fo-
rumimut assingusumik. 

Hjalmar Dahlip oqalugiarneraniit ullut  marluk 
qaangiutiinnartut EU-p Puisit amiinut Peqqussu-
tip sukaterneqarnissaanut siunnersuutini taa-

maa tiinnarpaa, taamatullu ICC-miit siunnersuu-
tigineqarsimasutuut Inuit piniarnerannut puisillu 
amiinik tunisassiornerannut tunngasumik paasi-
sitsiniaanermik aallarnisaanialerluni.

GREAT SUPPORT FOR THE ICC IN BRUSSELS
During the large-scale European Union confer-
ence “What next for EU Arctic policy?” in Brus-
sels on 1 and 2 June 2015, ICC Greenland 
president Hjalmar Dahl made it clear that the EU 
must change its existing sealskin policy if the EU 
wants observer status in the Arctic Council.

- The EU simply must recognize that their pol-
icy has damaged our hunters, and will need to 
restore the European consumers’ confidence in 
our sealskin products as well as compensate for 
our hunters economic loss - Hjalmar Dahl said 
at the conference in Brussels.

Former Finnish Prime Minister Paavo Lippon-
en was one of Hjalmar Dahl’s strong supporters 
when he expressed that the EU perform a stupid 
policy on sealskins. Now Greenpeace also sup-
ports Inuit seal hunting, a representative of the 
organization announced. 

Overall there was a positive response on the 
ICC statements, which were also included in the 
summary of the conference proceedings.

Hjalmar Dahl also proposed that the EU 
should include indigenous peoples in shaping 
the EU’s Arctic policy, for example by establish-
ing a high-level forum for indigenous peoples 
and referred to the UN Permanent Forum as a 
possible model.

Just two days after Hjalmar Dahl’s speech, 
the EU gave up the proposed tightening of the 
so-called Sealskin Directive and will start an in-
formation campaign on Inuit hunting and seal-
skin products, as earlier proposed by the ICC.

Finlandimi Naalakker-
suisunut Siulittaasuusi-
masup (1995-2003) 
Paavo Lipponenip EU-p 
puisinut politikkianut 
tunngasumik Hjalmar 
Dahl oqaloqatigigaa. 
Former Prime Minister 
(1995-2003) of Fin-
land Paavo Lipponen 
discussing EU seal-
skin policy with Hjalmar 
Dahl, ICC Greenland 
President.

Hjalmar Dahlip USA-mi Issittumi Ilisima-
tusarnermut tunngasutigut Siulersuisuini 
siulittaasoq Fran Ulmer aamma Angallan-
nermut attaveqarnermullu ministeriaqarfim-
meersoq Anneliese Jost oqalliseqatigigai. 

ICC Greenland President Hjalmar Dahl in a 
panel discussion together with Fran Ulmer, 
Chair of the US Arctic Research Council (left) 
and Anneliese Jost from the Federal Ministry 
for Transport and digital Infrastructure.

PAASISSUTISSAT:
• EU-mi naalagaaffiit 28-iusut 500 millionit 

sinnerlugit innuttaqarput
• Issittumi Siunnersuisoqatigiit naapertorlu-

git Issittumi nunat 8-uusut katillugit 4 mil-
lioninik innuttaqarput.

• 4 millioninit taakkunannga 10%-it nunat in-
oqqaavisut imminnut isigipput.

• Ruslandimit, Alaskamit, Canadamit aam-
ma Kalaallit Nunaannit katillugit Inuit 
160.000-usut ICC-mit sullinneqarput.

• Issittoq EU-mi nunat tamakkerlutik 
7-eriaataannik annertunerusumik nuna-
taqarpoq.

FACTS:
• EU represent 28 nation states and more 

than 500 million citizens
• 8 Arctic nations have according to the Arc-

tic Council definition approximately 4 mil-
lion people. 

• Out of those 4 million, about 10 % identify 
themselves as being indigenous. 

• ICC is representing around 160,000 Inuit of 
Russia, Alaska, Canada and Greenland.

• ICC has Permanent Participant status in 
the Arctic Council (AC) and Category II sta-
tus of the United Nations Economic and So-
cial Council.

• The Arctic covers land and sea approxi-
mately 7 times larger than the EU. 
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ICC ERSARINNERUSOQ, AAMMA KALAALLIT NUNAANNI
Julimi 2014-imi ICC Inuuvimmi 
Canadami ataatsimeersuarmat 
 Martha Abelsen ICC  Kalaallit Nu-
naanni siulittaasumut tullersor-
tinngorpoq. Ataatsimeersuarnermi 
Kitigaaryunnit Nalunaarut pi ler-
sinneqartoq 2018-p tungaanut 
 ersarissamik suliakkiivoq, tassu-
ngalu piginneqataasutut mi si-
gimalernissaq Marthap pingaar-
tillugu sulissutigivaa.

ICC-p Kalaallit Nunaanni kattuffiit peqati giif -
fiil  lu 18-iusut sulinermini tunuliaqutigivai, taa-
maattumillu aallartitat 18-iusunut Kitigaaryun-
nit Nalunaarutip eqikkarneqarnera suliniutini 
aallaaviusussaq ilaatigut maanna paasiuminar-
sarneqarpoq.

- Isumaqarama aallartitat soqutigisaqaqati giit 
assigiinngissitaartorpassuarneersut atorluar ne-
rusinnaalluarlutigit. Aammalu ICC-mi suliniuti-
gut aallaavigalugit tunuliaqutitsinnut attaveqar-
nerunissarput nunatsinnullu attuumanerusumik 
piginneqataasutut misigisitsinissarput pingaar-
tittorujussuugakkit.

- Assersuutigalugu  isumaqatigiissummi isu-
ma gininnermut, suliffeqarnermut, avatangiisi-
nut allanullu tunngasortaqarpoq, soqutigisaqa-
qatigiillu taakkua tulluarsarlugit namminneq qa-
noq angu niagaqarfissatut isumassarsiorfigi-
sin naavaat. Immaqa taamaalilluta aallartitat 
18-iusut atorluar ne rusinnaanngussavagut, tas-

sami ICC-mi ersa rin nerunissarput siunertarivar-
put. Taannarpiaq siulittaasup tulliattut suliarissal-
lugu pingaartippara, anguniakkagummi taamak 
pitsaatigisut piviusunngortittariaqarpagut.

Kitigaaryunnit Nalunaarut suliassanik assi giin-
ngitsunik pisussaaffiliivoq ICC-mi nunat ilaasut 
akisussaaffimmittut agguataagaannik, suliassal-
lu aallartinneqareerput.

- Assersuutigalugu siunniunneqarpoq 2018-ip 
tungaanut isumasioqatigiisitsinerit assigiinngit-
sut pingasut ingerlanneqassasut. Siullermi Ala-
skap akisussaaffigisassaani piniarnermut ava ta-
ngiisinullu tunngasut  sammineqassapput, tassa 
piujuartitsinissaq aallaavigalugu aamma lu ne ri-
sassaatitta aningaasarsiutitut siammar sin  naa-
nis saannut tunngasoq. Tulliani  Canadap aki sus-

saaffigisaani nunani ICC-mut ilaasuni ani ngaa-
sarsiornerup ingerlanneqarnissaanut tun nga sut 
isumasioqatigiissutigineqassapput. Taa valu pi-
nga juattut nunatsinniit akisussaaffigi sas satsitut 
ilinniartitaanikkut ineriartortitsineq 2018-mi piu-
maartumik sammineqassalluni. 

Kalaallit Nunaanni kattuffiit kommunillu sule-
qatigiiffittut aallaaviummata taakkua peqatigalu-
git suliassaq pisariinnerusutut isikkoqarpoq. 

- Siammasinneruvugut tamassumalu ilua qu   tis-
sartai ersarinnerupput, kattuffikkaartumik kom-
mu  nikkaartutullu sulisinnaanerput eqaannerujus-
suartut isikkoqarpoq, ICC Kalaallit Nu naan ni siulit-
taasup tullia Martha Abelsen nagga siivoq.

THE ICC BEING MORE VISIBLE, ALSO WITHIN GREENLAND
During the General Assembly 2014 
in Inuvik, Canada, Martha  Abel sen 
was elected vice president of ICC 
Greenland. The Kitigaaryunnit 
Declaration adopted at the General 
Assembly provided a clear man-
date for the work until 2018, and 
Martha is stressing the importance 
of obtaining a feeling of ownership 
towards ful!lling this task.

ICC Greenland is comprised of 18 organizations 
and associations, and based upon the member-
ship the Kitigaaryunnit Declaration is presently 
being clarified among the 18 delegates with the 
aim of reaching the goals set.   

- In my opinion the delegates representing a 
wide variety of interests are really useful in the 
process and they should be involved. Further-
more I would like to emphasize the importance 
of a closer interaction with our membership 
groups  - adding closer contacts within our part 
of the Arctic – Greenland – in order to create a 
feeling of ownership to the task ahead of us. 

- For instance the Declaration deals with so-
cial issues, employment issues, environmental 
issues etc., and the various interest groups in-
volved are free to adapt the recommendations 
to their own situation and feel free to discuss 
and elaborate the intensions based on their own 
priorities. In my thinking we might have the op-
portunity to include our 18 delegates even more 
– after all the goals within the ICC have to be 
visible. Exactly at this point I, as the vice pres-
ident, view this as imperative to handle, as the 
goals we have set all together are extremely at-
tractive and they must be fulfilled.

The Kitigaaryunnit Declaration poses a num-
ber of commitments now divided to be finalized 
among the member countries of the ICC, and 
the preparations have already been initiated.

- For instance we agreed to organize and 
host 3 different seminars during the period un-
til 2018. 

At the first seminar Alaska will undertake the 
responsibility to organize discussions on issues 
related to hunting and the environment, based 
on the principles of sustainability and issues re-

lated to distribution of our native food as an 
economic income factor.

At the second seminar organized and held by 
Canada issues related to economic development 
among the ICC membership will be the object of 
discussions and debates. 

Finally at the third seminar with Greenland as 
the host responsible of organizing the issues of 
developments within the education sector will 
be discussed at the seminar planned to be held 
in 2018.

With the organizations and the municipalities 
in Greenland as our cooperation partners my 
expectations are that the organizing of the sem-
inar will end up being flexible and manageable. 

- In conclusion the vice president of ICC 
Greenland Martha Abelsen states that we - in 
Greenland - are more widespread and the pos-
itive outcome looks more evident, as the coop-
eration and efforts among the organizations and 
the municipalities makes it look probably easier 
to achieve a flexible cooperation.  

Martha Abelsen 1957-imi inunngortoq, KANU-
KOKA’p siulittaasuattut ICC-mi 2011 suleqataa-
lerpoq, 2014-imilu ICC Kalaallit Nunaanni siulit-
taasumut tullersortinngorpoq. Siulittaasoq Hjal-
mar Dahl peqatigalugu ICC-p nunat tamat ako-
ranni siulersuisunut ilaasortaavoq.

- ICC-p ataatsimeersuarnerini isumaqatigiis-
sutit iluini nunakkaartumik  pisussaaffeqarluta 
naammassiniagaqartarpugut. 2018-imi qinigaaf-
fipput naammassippat nunatsinni piginneqataas-
utut misigisitsilersimanissarput neriuutigaara. ICC 
ersarinnerusoq, aamma Kalaallit Nunatta iluani.

Martha Abelsen, born 1957, started her career 
within the ICC as the chairwoman of The Asso-
ciation of Municipalities (KANUKOKA), and she 

became the vice pres-
ident of ICC Greenland 
in 2014. Martha rep-
resents Greenland to-
gether with the Presi-
dent Hjalmar Dahl 
in the ICC Executive 
Council.

- During the General Assemblies of the ICC we 
make an effort to reach agreements  delegating 
various commitments to the differe nt  member 
countries. My hope is that at the end of our 
term in 2018 we in Greenland will have gained 
a stronger feeling of ownership to our common 
endeavor: The ICC being more visible, also with-
in Greenland.  
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IMPROVED AND AMENDED EMRIP MANDATE REQUIRED
On 20 April to 1 May 2015, Permanent Forum 
on Indigenous Issues had its 14th session, and 
on behalf of Arctic Indigenous Caucus, con-
sisted of the Inuit Circumpolar Council and the 
Sami Council, Hjalmar Dahl, President of ICC 
Greenland recommended in his presentation 
to review and improve the mandate of Expert 
Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peo-
ples (EMRIP). The recommendations to review 
and improve the mandate of EMRIP is based on 
the World Conference outcome document article 
28 among others inviting the UN Human Rights 
Council to take into account the views of Indige-
nous Peoples, to review the mandates of its ex-
isting mechanisms, inparticular the EMRIP so 
that it can more effectively promote respect for 
the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples.
• Accordingly, the mandate should include the 

opportunity for EMRIP, inter alia, to:
• Seek, receive and consider communications 

and other information from States and Indig-
enous Peoples on specific cases and matters 
of concern for the rights in the Declaration,

• Facilitate face to face dialogue between 
states and indigenous peoples’ representa-
tives;

• Provide technical assistance and advice to 
states, indigenous peoples and the private 
sector to overcome obstacles to implement-
ing the UNDRIP; provide practical and tech-
nical Permanent Forum on Indigenous 
 Issues

• Advice to states and indigenous peoples in-
cluding assistance with national implementa-
tion plans and legislative, policy and admin-
istrative measures;

• Provide advice for implementation of UN hu-
man rights bodies for which there is sub-
stantial consensus between states and indig-
enous peoples;

• Build the capacity of indigenous peoples to 

engage effectively with states and the UN, 
including technical assistance and facilitating 
issues and complaints being channeled more 
effectively into existing UN human rights 
mechanisms;

• Contribute to the Universal Periodic Review 
Process and the work of Treaty Bodies, which 
have an existing role in ensuring states meet 
their obligations; and

• Make proposals to the Human Rights Coun-
cil regarding gaps in existing standards and 
norms for the protection of Indigenous peo-
ples’ human rights.

The Arctic Indigenous Caucus further recom-
mends full and affective participation in all Unit-
ed Nations bodies by indigenous peoples’ repre-
sentative institutions, including indigenous gov-
ernments and parliaments, based on their own 
determination of which issues under discussion 
in those bodies and processes could affect their 
rights.  

EMRIP-IP PIGINNAATITAANERMIGUT ANNERTUSAAVIGINEQAR-
NISSAA ALLANNGUUTEQARNISSAALU PIUMASARINEQARTUT
Aprilip 20-anniit majip 1-ata tungaanut Perma-
nent Forum 14-issaannik ataatsimiippoq, Issit-
tumilu Nunat Inoqqaavisa ataatsimiittarfianniit 
(Arctic Indigenous Caucus), tassa ICC-miit aam-
ma Sami Councilimiit, Kalaallit Nunaat ICC-mi 
Siulittaasoq Hjalmar Dahl saqqummiussilluni 
EMRIP-ip piginnaatitaanermigut annertusaavi-
gi neqarnissaanik allannguuteqarnissamillu piu-
masaqaateqarpoq. Taamatut piumasaqaateqar-
nermi World Conferencimi imm. 28, FN-imi 
Inun nut pisinnaatitaaffinniit nunat inoqqaavisa 
eqqarsaatigineqarnerunissaannik oqariartuute-
qartoq aallaavigineqarpoq, soorlu aamma peri-
arfissat pioreersut piginnaatitaanermikkut, pi-
ngaar tumik EMRIP-imi, annertusaavigineqarnis-
saannik qimerluueqqittoqarnissaa eqqarsaatiga-
lugu. Taamaasiornikkut FN-imi nunat inoqqaavi-
sa pisinnaatitaaffiinut ataqqinninneq siuarsarni-
arneqarpoq. 

Taamaattumik EMRIP-imut piginnaatitaaneq 
makkunatigut periarfissiissaaq:
• Pisanut aalajangersimasunut Isumaqatigiis-

sum milu pisinnaatitaaffinnut apeqqutinut 
tun ngatillugu naalagaaffinniit nunallu inoq-
qaa viniit saaffiginnissutit amerlisarnissaan-
nut, tigusarnissaannut suliarisarnissaannullu;

• Naalagaaffiit nunallu inoqqaavisa sinniisaasa 
qanimut oqaloqatigiissinnaanerinut aqqutis-
siuinissaq; 

• Aporfiit anigornissaat eqqarsaatigalugu 
 UNDRIP-ip piviusunngortinnissaanut naala-
gaaf fiit, nunat inoqqaavi  namminersortullu 

teknikkikkut ikiorserlugit siunnersorlugillu; 
Permanent Forumimi nunat inoqqaavinut 
tunngasutigut tigussaasutigut teknikkikkul-
lu ikiorsiineq;

• Naalagaaffiit nunallu inoqqaavi siunnersorlu-
git, nunat atuutsitsilernissanut pilersaarusi or-
nerisigut, inatsisiliornerini, politikkikkut allaf-
fissornikkullu piareersarnerini siunnersorneri 
ilanngullugit; 

• FN-ip inunnut pisinnaatitaaffinnut sullissivii-
nik atuutsitsilernissani siunnersorlugit, tassa 
naalagaaffiit nunallu inoqqaavi annertuumik 
isumaqatigiippata;

• Nunat inoqqaavi naalagaaffinnut FN- imullu 
peqateqarsinnaanngorlugit piukkunnarsarlu-
git, FN-imi inuit pisinnaatitaaffiinut sullissisu-
nut pioreersunut ikiortiserinninnerit apeqqu-
te qaatillu ajornannginnerusumik apuuttarnis-

saannut aqqutissiuineq ilanngullugu;
• Isumaqatigiissutinut naalagaaffiit pisussaaf-

fimminnik naammassinninnerannut qulak-
kee risussatut atuuttunut atatillugu sulinerup 
ingerlarsorneruneranut peqataalluni; kiisalu

• Nunat inoqqaavisa pisinnaatitaaffiisa illersor-
ne qarneranni pissusiusuni pioreersuni ami-
gaatinut tunngatillugu Inuit Pisinnaatitaaffi-
inut Siunnersuisoqatigiinnut siunnersuutinik 
apuussisarluni. 

Arctic Indigenous Caucusittaaq nunat inoqqaavi-
sa suliniaqatigiiffiisa FN-imi sullissiffinni tamak-
kiisumik peqataatinneqarnissaat inassutigivaa, 
nunat inoqqaavisa naalakkersuisui inatsisartui-
lu namminneq aalajangiisinnaatitaallutillu pisin-
naatitaaffimmikkut sunniuteqarsinnaasut ilan-
ngullugit. 
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NUNAT INOQQAAVISA PISINNAATITAAFFIINUT 
ATATILLUGU EXPERT MECHANISM 
SUNAANA
Nunat inoqqaavisa pisinnaatitaaffiinut 
 Expert Mechanism-imik taagugaq (EMRIP) 
FN-ip inuttut pisinnaatitaaffinnut atatillu-
gu sullissivianit pingaarnermit 2007-imi 
pilersinneqarpoq, tassa aalajangersakkap 
6/36-ip ataani Siunnersuisoqatigiittut.

SULIASSAA
Expert Mechanism Inuttut pisinnaatitaaffinnut 
Siunnersuisoqatigiinnut pisanut assigiinngitsu-
nut siunnersuisartuupput, soorlu misissuinernut, 
ilisimatusaatinut nunallu inoqqaavisa pisinnaati-
taaffiinut tunngasutigut siunnersortaasarlutik. 
Aamma Expert Mechanism Siunnersuisoqati-
giin nut eqqarsaatigisassanik akuerisassanillu si-
unnersuuteqarsinnaavoq. 

EXPERT MECHANISM-IMI MISISSUKKAT
Expert Mechanism-ip nunat inoqqaavisa ilinni a-
gaqarnissamut pisinnaatitaaffiannut misissuineq 
si ulleq 2009-mi Advice peqatigalugu naammas-
sivaa, tassanilu nunat inoqqaavisa ilinniagaqar-
nissaasa qanoq piviusunngortinneqarsinnaane-

ranut inassuteqarput. Misissukkap aappaani nu-
nat inoqqaavisa aalajangiinernut akuutinneqar-
nissamut pisinnaatitaaffiannut tunngasoq 2011-
imi naammassineqarpoq, tassanilu Advice pe-
qa tigalugu killiffimmut nalunaarusiaq naggataa-
rutaasumillu nalunaarusiaq suliarineqarput. 
2012-imi septembarimi Expert Mechanism- imit 
misissuiffigisassat nalunaarutillu ukua Inuttut 
Pisinnaatitaaffinnut Siunnersuisoqatigiinnut nas-
siunneqarput:
• Nunat inoqqaavisa pisinnaatitaaffiisa kinaas-

susaasalu siuarsarnissaannut illersorneqar-
nissaannullu oqaatsit kulturillu pingaarutaan-
nik misissuinissaq

• Aatsitassanik piiaanermut tunngatillugu nu-
nat inoqqaavisa aalajangiinernut akuutinne-
qarnissaannut pisinnaatitaaffiinut nalunaaru-
siornissaq, kiisalu

• FN-imi Nunat Inoqqaavinut aalajangersakka-
mi anguniarneqartut angunissaannut aaqqii-
nissanut naapertuuttunut piviusunngortitsi-
nissanullu iliuusissiaasinnaasunut tunngatil-
lugu naalagaaffinnut apersuilluni immersui-
sitsisimanermit nalunaarusiaq.

Inuttut Pisinnaatitaaffinnut  Siunnersuisoqatigiit 
nunat inoqqaavisa pisinnaatitaaffiisa siuarsar-
ne qar nissaannut illersorneqarnissaannullu tun-
ngatillugu eqqartuussivikkoortitsisinnaanermut 
periarfissat misissoqqullugit 2012-imi Expert 
Mechamism-imut inassuteqarput. 

EXPERT MECHANISM ON  
THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
INTRODUCTION
The Expert Mechanism on the Rights of 
 Indigenous Peoples (EMRIP) was  established 
by the Human Rights Council, the UN’s 
main human rights body, in 2007 under 
 Resolution 6/36 as a subsidiary body of the 
 Council.

MANDATE
The Expert Mechanism provides the Human 
Rights Council with thematic advice, in the form 
of studies and research, on the rights of Indig-
enous peoples as directed by the Council. The 
Expert Mechanism may also suggest proposals 
to the Council for its consideration and approval.

EXPERT MECHANISM STUDIES
The Expert Mechanism completed its first study 
on indigenous peoples’ right to education in 
2009, along with Advice – including recommen-
dations – about how an indigenous peoples’ 
right to education might be realised.  Its sec-
ond study on indigenous peoples and the right 
to participate in decision making was complet-

ed in September 2011, which consists of a pro-
gress report and a final report, including Advice.  
In September 2012, the Expert Mechanism sub-
mitted the following studies and reports to the 
Human Rights Council:
• study on the role of languages and culture 

in the promotion and protection of the rights 
and identity of indigenous peoples

• a report on indigenous peoples and the right 
to participate in decision making with a focus 
on extractive industries; and

• a report on its questionnaire for states on 
best practices regarding possible appropri-
ate measures and implementation strategies 
in order to attain the goals of the United Na-
tions Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples.

The Human Rights Council requested the Ex-
pert Mechanism to study access to justice in the 
promotion and protection of the rights of indig-
enous peoples in 2012. The final study will be 
presented to the Human Rights Council in Sep-
tember 2013.
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TUSAGASSIORFITSIGUT NALUNAARUT, 21. MARTS 2015
NUNAT INOQQAAVI EU-LU
Nunatsinni Inuit Issittormiut Siunnersuisoqati giif-
fiit (ICC) ulluni 23. aamma 24. marts EU-p nunat 
inoqqaavinut tunngatillugu  anguniagassaa nik 
nu tarterinissaq siunertaralugu  Bruxellesimi 
ataat simeeqatigiinnissamut qaaqqusaavoq. 
ICC-p nunatsinni siulittaasua Hjalmar Dahl nunat 
inoqqaavisa sinniisoqarfii allat peqatigalugit 
ataatsimiinnermi peqataassaaq.

- Ataatsimeeqqatigiinnissaq pissanganarpoq, 
pingaartumik EU-mit qaqutigut nunat inoqqaa-
vinut tunngatillugu qaaqqusaassaratta, Hjalmar 
Dahl oqarpoq.

Hjalmar Dahlip nangilluni oqaatigaa, sooruna-
mi nunat inoqqaavisa pisinnaatitaaffiinik taakku-
lu atuutilersinneqarnissaat siunertaralugu EU-p 
illersuinissaanik piviusunngortitsiniarlunilu suli-

niuteqalernissaanik kaammattuuteqassalluni.
- Pisinnaatitaaffit ilagivaat nunat inoqqaavisa 

pisuussutiminnik atuisinnaatitaanerat taakkunin-
ngalu aningaasarsiornikkut ineriartortisinnaane-
rat. Puisit amiinik naggueqatigiit Inuit EU-mut 
eqqusseqqusaajunnaavinnissaannik siunerta-
qar  tumik oqariartuutit akuerisinnaanngilluinna-
ripput aamma oqariartuutissama ilagissavaat, 
Hjalmar Dahl aallanngitsiarluni oqarpoq nangil-
lunilu;
• EU-p naggueqatigiinnut Inunnut ukior-

pas  suarni nuanninngitsunik pissusiler-
sor  tuarnera aningaasarsiorsinnaanitsin-
nillu akuerineqarsinnaanngilluinnartumik 
killilersuiuarnerata takutippaa, pissutsit 
taamaattut atuutsillugit EU-p nunat inoq-

qaavinut politikkia siunissami pitsan-
ngor  navianngitsoq, Hjalmar Dahl nag ga-
siivoq. 

Hjalmar Dahlip naggasiinermini ilanngullugu 
oqaatigaa EU-p puisit amiinik EU-mut eqqus-
seq qusaajunnaavinnissamik anguniagaqarnera 
naggueqatigiittut piniartortatsinnut naggueqati-
giillu Inuit tamaasa ataatsimut isigalugu saas-
sussinerusoq, nammineq ineriartornissamik 
inger latsinissamillu pisinnaatitaaffitsinnik imaan-
naanngitsunik innarliisussaq.

Ataatsimeeqatigiinneq EU-p Inuit Pisinnaati-
taaf fiinik Anguniakkanillu Ingerlatsiviata aqqis-
suus saraa. 

PRESS RELEASE, MARCH 21, 2015
INDIGENOUS PEOPLES AND THE EUROPEAN UNION
On March 23 and 24, 2015, the Inuit Circumpo-
lar Council Greenland is participating in a meet-
ing to deal with a revision of the EU-goals con-
cerning indigenous peoples. The meeting will 
take place in Brussels. The president of ICC 
Greenland Hjalmar Dahl together with other rep-
resentatives of indigenous peoples will be pres-
ent at the meeting.

- It will be an exciting meeting to attend, es-
pecially considering that it is not an everyday 
occurence that the EU invites us to their meet-
ings on indigenous peoples issues, Hjalmar Dahl 
states.

Hjalmar Dahl says further that he of course 
intends to advance his request towards the EU 
to support the rights of indigenous peoples, and 
furthermore launch its efforts for the implemen-
tation of these rights.

- Our rights include the rights of indige-
nous peoples of utilization of their own resourc-
es and the use   of the economic profit in order 
to be able to develop their own societies. We 
can under no circumstances accept the indica-
tions that we have listened to regarding the ef-
forts to introduce a total ban on import of seal-
skins originating from the Inuit societies to the 
EU. This issue and question will be a part of my 
contribution to this meeting, Hjalmar Dahl is ex-
pressing shortly before his departure, and con-
tinues: 
• As long as the year-long, consistent and 

dissatisfactory position and permanent 
initiatives towards the Inuit in a totally 
unacceptable way obstructing and lim-

iting us in developing our own econo-
mies are ruling, the EU policy towards 
the indigenopus peoples will in no way 
find ways to improve, Hjalmar Dahl con-
cludes. 

In conclusion Hjalmar Dahl further states that 
the goal of the EU in the question regarding a 
total import ban of sealskin products has 
to be regarded as an attack towards 
the hunters living in the Arctic 
societies and generally to-
wards all Inuit, and that 
this situation must be 
regarded as collid-
ing severely with 
our basic rights 
to develop and 
protect our 
own socie-
ties.   

The meet-
ing is organ-
ized by the 
EU Section for 
Human Rights 
Strategy and 
Policy Implemen-
tation.
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TUSAGASSIORFITSIGUT NALUNAARUT, 3. JUNI 2015
ICC BRUSSELLES-IMI TAPERSERSORNEQARLUARTOQ
Brusselles-imi EU-p aaqqissugaanik 1.  aamma 
2. juni ”EU-p Issittoq pillugu politikiani suut tul-
linnguuppat? qulequtaralugu ataatsimeersuar-
ner mi, ICC Kalaallit Nunaata siulittaasuata Hjal-
mar Dahlip erseqqissarpaa EU Issittumi Siunner-
suisoqatigiinni allaatsinaattunngussaguni ullu-
mikkut puisit amiinut politikkini allanngortittaria-
qaraa.
• EU-p nassuerutigisariaqarpaa piniartortatsin-

nut saassussiuartutut nipilimmik politikke qar-
nini pineqartunut annertuumik ajoqusiimmat. 
Europami pisisartut piniartut tunisassi aat 
eqqarsaatigalugit tatiginninnerat aaqqin ne-

qassappat EU-p politikkini allanngortittaria-
qarpaa piniartullu annaasaqaataannik taar-
siissuteqarluni, Hjalmar Dahl, Brusselles- imiit 
oqarpoq.

Finlandip statsministererisimasaata Paavo Lip-
po nenip Hjalmar Dahlip saqqummiussinera an-
nertuumik taperseramiuk oqaatigaa, EU-p puisit 
amii pillugit taamatut politikkeqarnera sianiitsu-
liornerusoq. Oqallinnerup nalaani Greenpeace-p 
Inuit puisinniartarnerannik massakkut taperser-
suinini aamma nalunaarutigaa.

Hjalmar Dahlip ilanngullugu siunnersuutigaa 
EU-p issittumi politikkiminik inerisaanermini is-

sittumi nunat inoqqaavi toqqaannartumik peqa-
taatittariaqarai ilanngullugulu siunnersuutigalu-
gu, qaffasissumik inissisimasumik nunat inoq-
qaavisa atugaat pillugit isummersoqatigiiffimmik 
EU pilersitsisariaqartoq, soorlu Naalagaaffiit Pe-
qatigiit (FN) Nunat Inoqqaavisa Atugaat pillugit 
Isummersoqatigiiffiattut iluseqarsinnaasumik.

Ataatsimeersuarnermi ICC-mit oqaatigineqar-
tut tigulluarneqartutut taasariaqarput,  taakkulu 
ataatsimeersuarnerup inaarutaasumik eqikkar-
ne rani ilanngullugit taaneqarlutik.

PRESS RELEASE, JUNE 3, 2015
SIGNIFICANT SUPPORT TO THE ICC IN BRUSSELS
During the significant EU conference ”What next 
for the EU Arctic Policy?” in Brussels on June 
1 and 2, 2015, the President of ICC Greenland 
Hjalmar Dahl clarified , that the EU must change 
its existing sealskin policy, if the EU wishes to 
obtain an observer status in the Arctic Council.
• The EU simply must acknowledge that the 

policy being exercised and ceaseless attacks 
have hurt our hunters, and the EU has to 
correct the trust of the European consumers 

towards our sealskin products and also com-
pensate the economic losses suffered by our 
hunters, Hjalmar Dahl says from Brussels. 

The former Prime Minister of Finland Paavo Lip-
ponen was one of the strong supporters of Hjal-
mar Dahl, as he expressed that the EU is per-
forming a stupid policy regarding the issue of 
sealskin. Greenpeace also expressed its support 
to the Inuit catch of seals.

Furthermore Hjalmar Dahl proposed that the 

EU should include the indigenous peoples of the 
Arctic in the development of the EU Arctic Policy 
by establishing a high level forum for indigenous 
peoples, and he also referred to the UN Perma-
nent Forum as a potential model.

Generally much responsiveness to the ex-
pressions from the ICC was noticed, and the re-
marks were included in the summary of the re-
sults of the conference.

2015-IP UKIAANERANI PEQATAAFFISSAT
2015 FALL CALENDER

July 20-24 UN Expert Mechanism on Indigenous peoples Rights session

August 18-19 Berthel Alaska: ICC Executive Council meeting  

September 13-17 Tromsø Norway: Arctic Council working groups; AMAP, CAFF, PAME meetings

September 16 Tromsø Norway: Arctic Council  Working Groups joint meeting

September 14 -18 Maniitsoq Greenland: IWC Expert Workshop on Aboriginal Subsistence Whaling

October  1-2 Chena Hot Springs Resort, Alaska: Arctic Council Sustainable Dev. Working Group meeting

October  8-9 Copenhagen Denmark: Roundtable conf. On Indigenous Peoples and the new Post 2015 Development agenda

October 20-22 Anchorage Alaska: Arctic Council Senior Arctic Officials meeting
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